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It was a near perfect day in Michigan when we 
each started out from our cozy beds, fired up 
our favorite Italian Steeds, and headed off 
(some before 8 a.m.) to Mike Slayton’s Garage.  
Mike had graciously invited us to his place for 
a look-see in a position we normally do not get 
a chance, up on a lift.  Mary had graciously 
offered to cook a wonderful Italian lunch for us 
as well. 
 
We came from Coldwater, MI to the south, 

Fraser, MI to the east, and as far away as Streamwood, IL to the west just to meet with 
each other; some for the first time.  Mike works out of his own facility in Grand Haven, 
MI as a foreign car mechanic.  Based on some of his observations during the day, we 
think it was a very wise move to recruit Mike to join our chapter.  Valuable man, a Fiat 
savvy mechanic! 

 
We each took turns driving up to the lift, and 
allowing Mike and his brother Pat take a look 
underneath.  Many of us peeked at the greasy 
side of each others vehicles as well.  Always 
the curious bunch, we are. 
 
Most of us were lucky enough to drive away 
with minor to-do lists.  I personally need to put 
some new ball joints on my Spider, and have 
already fabricated the recommended heat shield 
for my oil filter.  Rich Holleman was the lucky 

one for the day.  He had complained for quite some time about the probability that his X 
1/9 was sagging in the middle.  Rich saw uneven gaps in the door openings, and was 
certain that the ill fitting top was due to the sag underneath.  Quite the contrary he was 
happy to learn.  The undercarriage of his X is in near perfect shape, and he was taught 
how to readjust his top latches for a better fit. 

 
 It sounds like Mike Slayton acquired a new 
customer in Gerry Dickenson.  Gerry had quite 
a few odds and ends that need cleaned up, and 
Mike fit him into his future work schedule quite 
easily.  Brian Rock got away with near a clean 
bill of health, but who wouldn’t with a 1979 X 
1/9 with less than 4,000 original miles?  It 
sounded like Brian took the most ribbing of 
all…something about elective surgery? 
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Other customers of Slayton’s garage were invited as well, besides the WEST 
MICHIGAN FLU bunch.  Bill Blem brought his Triumph TR6, and Randy Ball brought a 
very yellow Alfa Spider.  I was fortunate to speak to Randy’s friend Mark Battaglia via 
cell phone.  Some of you may recognize Mark from his past membership in FLU.  Mark 
was excited to hear that a local chapter was active in his area, and has begun email 
correspondences with me.  We may have been able to recruit a new member because of 
our activity this past weekend! 
 

 Not everyone went home with the Fiat he brought with him.  
Ron Lawrence trailered a 500 to the party, and left it for Mike to 
look at in the following week; which was a planned thing.   
 
Less fortunate than 
all the rest of us was 
Lee Putman.  Lee 
pulled his Spider all 
the way from Illinois 
with the hopes that 
Mike Slayton would 

tell him that his undercarriage was 
salvageable.  Mike and Pat saw right away 
that Lee was fighting a losing battle to cancer, 
and that his precious Bella had become like 
the Ralph Nadar Corvair…unsafe at any 
speed.  Lee was convinced not to tow the car 
back to Illinois, and the current plans for his 
Bella, a 1974 Virginia native, is to become the transplant donor for many other deserving 
vehicles.  We will all miss you, Bella. 
 
All in all, it was a very wonderful day.  Mary Slayton cooked manicotti, served with 
garlic bread and tossed salad.  And with some good wine on the side, she made us a very 
pleasant picnic in the garage.  The weather held until after everyone departed, and I did 
not hear of anyone catching the bad storm except for Art Kloss.  Art did report that he 
eventually made it home o.k. 
 
Those in attendance and the vehicle they brought with them were: 
Jon Prisbe Fiat Spider Mike Bouse Fiat Spider Paul Danigelis Fiat Spider 
Tom Walters Fiat Spider Lee Putman Fiat Spider Gerry Dickenson Fiat Spider 
Art Kloss Fiat Spider Rich Henteman Fiat Spider Brian Rock X 1/9 
Rich Holleman X 1/9  Ron Lawrence Fiat 500  Bill Blem TR6 
Randy Ball Alfa Spider Mike Slayton Alfa Spider 
  
We most certainly will be holding this event again next year. 


