BANNED From Michigan Parks

By: Mike Bouse

Princess Falling Rock a.k.a. Missy Bouse, sits on the aftermath
| of her destructive visit to North Point, on Michigan’s Leelanau

O.K. Just kidding. We indeed had a good time, and highly recommend Leelanau Peninsula, Michigan
as aplace for al to visit; especially during the full bloom of the annual fall color season. Leelanau is
sometimes referred to as the “little finger” of Michigan. My wife, pictured above, sits about as far north
on this stretch of 1and as anyone could while keeping dry. Behind her and to her right is Lake Michigan,
and to her left is Grand Traverse Bay. This State Park is the site of the Grand Traverse Lighthouse,
where everyone isinvited for atour.

WEST MICHIGAN FLU gathered
for a three day romp around the
peninsula in early  October.
Throughout the weekend, up to six
different Fiats traversed the landside
together, enjoying M-22 and the
colorful scenery. No one could ask
any better of the weather, as late in
~ the season as it was. Each day we
" put our tops down before we left the
| hotel parking lot, and kept them
| down for the entire outing.
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As we travelled about, we had
no trouble finding great little
places to stop for a bite to eat, or
a cold beverage to enjoy. There
was no lack of touristy
attractions in which to shop, and
M-22 gives everyone a delicious
adventure in miles of spirited
driving. While motoring about,
we came across other car club
participants enjoying the same
sites and attractions as we;
Corvette clubs, Miata clubs,
antique car clubs, and a couple
of motorcycle clubs were al
seen this weekend driving about.

M-22 outlines the entire

peninsula on both sides, from

bottom to top and back down

again. Nowadays, everyone is

familiar with the color tour

event, but few folks know the

origins of this now common

practice. Of course, the tour

itself has its roots in the

automobile craze that really

started in the 30’s, but there are

not too many folks that know

M-22 was specifically built to

encourage automobile traffic

on the peninsula during the fall

color season. Although you

will have to slow down for the local congestion at the various little towns, there are no traffic lights on

the entire stretch of M-22. There is the occasiona stop sign along the 80 mile route, but those don’t

really detract from the driving enjoyment. M-22 was formally

dedicated on 09/08/1949 as the new “Scenic Roadway”.

Billboards are al but outlawed on this highway, and the locals

are strongly urged to refrain from marring the beauty of the
landscape by erecting them.

Stay tuned, folks. In October 2008, WEST MICHIGAN FLU
plans another “Up North” adventure, and we will be inviting
al of the FIAT LANCIA UNLIMITED family to tag along.
Please be sure to watch our website
http:/flumichigan.italiancarclub.com/ for further details.




