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A cat has nine lives, but there is a town with two PAWS.   Actually, my wife has gotten to call 
the town Two Paws, Michigan for some time now.  The town, of course, is Paw Paw, Michigan.  
I have fond memories of singing “Picking Up Paw Paws, Put em in a Basket” back in the 1940’s, 
so we are pretty sure what the town is named for.  That said, one would think the town would 
celebrate with a “Paw Paw” festival.   Picking, planting and perhaps making Paw Paw pie or 
marmalade.  �

 The most obvious enterprises in Paw Paw are two wineries.   Best know is 
the St. Julian Winery, also in town is the Warner Winery.  Consequently, the 
summer festival is the “Grape Escape” featuring the “Grape Escape Classic 
Car Show”.  Paw Paw is about 70 miles away from Jon and Glenda Eshleman 
and a little further for Jon and Sharron Prisbe.  Also in attendance was Mike 
Bouse from Coldwater, Michigan.  Lined up in their glorious splendor was 
Jon & Sharron’s 1978 Fiat Spider in flame red (orange?), Jon & Glenda’s 
1980 Fiat X-1/9 in metallic red, and Mike Bouse’s 1980 Fiat Spider in 
metallic blue.  Now for the plug; the 1980 Fiat X-1/9 has only 25,000 miles 
on it from new and is STOCK.   More on stock later, as it is an interesting 
subject among FLU members. 

 
About sixty five cars filled the field for the 
Classic Car Show.  A 2007 fact of life is that 
car shows have become a display of modified 
muscle cars with some interesting oldies 
tossed in.  A rare feature of car shows of late 
would be the foreign cars on display.  In total 
there were four foreign cars, one 1951 MG TD 
and the three Fiats mentioned above.  I suspect 
the 1951 MG came in a short distance (or 
arrived on a trailer), but the three Fiats were 
driven to the show.  The nature of Italian car 

owners is that the car should be driven to the car show.  The car should be driven out to dinner, 
to the store and on weekends as well.   During the week is good too! 
 
After a cursory review of the cars at the show, it was time to head for town.  Lunch is always 
part of the car show ambiance, and lunch at The Bistro hit the spot.  The Bistro is not a bunch of 
dummies; they had a special “Car Show Day” only menu.  Forget about a hamburger, it was time 
to try a crab salad croissant or fruit plate.  Mike Bouse even had cold Blueberry soup.  The soup 
seemed more like a blueberry Dannon yogurt, but in a nice cup! Some of our party did have 
brats, so there was some “car show” flavor to the menu. 

 
 A one or two mile walk took us to the St. Julian Winery.  A short tour of 
the facility brought us all up to speed on the art of making wine.  Although 
St. Julian’s looks to be a “small” enterprise, they produce about 250,000 
cases of wine a year.  Not being one to guzzle a lot of wine, that sounds 
like a whole lot of wine.  For this event, the wine tasting area was moved 
outdoors into large tents.  Dozens of wines were available for tasting.  My 
wife Glenda soon found out that more or five or six “tastes” was enough 
for a low powered “glow”.   After selecting a few varieties, the quandary 
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becomes how much can we carry back to the Fiat X-1/9 which is still at the car show.   It was 
soon decided four bottles was enough. 
 

Back at the car show, it was almost time for the 
awards.  Now in my world, a 1951 MG TD that is 
slow, handles poorly and has too much wood in it; 
does not rank with a shiny Fiat.  The judges, 
however, gave the Foreign Car Award to the MG.  
OK, it was really nice.  Other interesting cars on 
the field were a 1949 Studebaker Champion and a 
really sharp 1958 Studebaker Commander.  Do 
you remember the 1958 Studies?  Actually, this 
one was really well done.  A father son pair of 
Thunderbirds, a 1962 and a 1965, both done in 

black were very nice as were any number of muscle cars whether GM, Ford or Mopar.  The 
“Peoples Choice” award went to a Shelby Cobra.  Finished in black, it was not known if the car 
was one of the originals or a very fine replica.  Either way, every car guy appreciates hot wheels. 
 
We FLU guys have a different feeling about our cars.  Both Mike Bouse and Jon Prisbe were 
taken back by the fact that my X-1/9 is stock.  I mean really stock, not just stock looking.  No 
special exhaust, air cleaner, carb updates or body panels.  When I bought the car, some of the X’s 
on the new car lot had already been modified.  There was just something about that “from the 
factory” look and feel that I liked.  If you like modified, go for it; actually modified is very 
appealing as well. 

 


