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Well, the venture to Grand Ledge was a complete success.  Jon and Sharron Prisbe, Missy Bouse and I drove our Fiat Spiders 
to the 17th Annual Event, at Fitzgerald Park.  We were fortunate to park all three vehicles in a perfectly shady spot beneath a 
huge maple tree, at the end of the third long row of beautiful vehicles.  We purposely parked them in a red (orange), white and 
blue orientation. 
 
In addition to the fine display of automobiles, there were numerous tents and canopies set up with various crafts, vintage 
license plates, glittery license frames, and (of course) food.  The sponsors of the event were very generous to the participants.  
Hourly door prizes were given away, dash plaques were given out, as were generous packets of goodies for every car entered.  
Missy Bouse won $10 in gift certificates to Wendy’s Restaurant. 
 
There were about 260 total vehicles present by the time the last one filed in.  
Mostly we saw late ‘60s muscle cars; quite a few early ‘70s Detroit Iron 
was represented.  My recollection was that there was only two other foreign 
makes present - - well, three if you count the 1961 Nash Metropolitan.  One 
was a very sad representation of a late 50’s British MGA.  Sharron liked the 
Mercedes 450SL Convertible.  However, I think everyone’s favorite (at 
least from our corner) was the cherry red and white 1958 Corvette 
Convertible.  I think our ladies would have come to fisticuffs if they really 
thought it would have made a difference in who got to drive that car home. 
 
Missy spent about a half an hour speaking with the owner of an early model 
PT Cruiser.  The rest of us thought that she had been negotiating a sale, but fortunately, it was just some friendly 
conversation about cars. (whew…) 
 
Mid way through the day, right after lunch, Brian and Carol Rock stopped 
by for the rest of the afternoon.  They had not driven their X 1/9, as it was 
home waiting impatiently for a paint job. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Many people stopped by the Fiats to inquire just what it was they were looking at.  The MG owner said he had owned a few 
Fiats.  Most were clueless as to our representation of Italian Iron.  Everyone who stopped and chatted were glad they did.  It 
seemed that the participants outnumbered the casual fan that did not enter a vehicle, so appreciation was very high of others’ 
entries. 
 
In the early afternoon, we pleasantly were surprised by the appearance of Larry and Linda Kruth.  They are Grand Ledge 
residents, and were astounded by the appearance of three fine examples of Spiders in their own backyard.  Larry was of the 
impression that his 1969 Fiat Spider was the only Fiat to be seen for a great distance from his location.  Naturally, Larry and 
Linda stayed for a while to gather information about WEST MICHIGAN FLU and get to know the group. 

 
We parted ways about 4 p.m. for the journey 
home.  Can’t lie; I was very tired when I got 
home.  But it was a great day.  So good, that 
both the Rocks and the Kruths joined FLU 
before the weekend had ended.  And, they 
both joined WEST MICHIGAN FLU as well.  
Welcome to the group !! 


