Recently, members of the Indianapolis and Detrbiiiers of FLU were hosted by WEST MICHIGAN
FLU in Auburn, Indiana at the Auburn-Cord-Dueseggiuseum. The museum building is actually the
former world headquarters of the Auburn Car Compamg is the only museum in the world to make
that claim. The museum is located right off I-6& €29, and is open all but three days a year.

o oim3 . ' The building

L B ' e ; itself  was
constructed
in the early
1930’s, and
is detailed
richly in art-
deco styling.
Three floors

of
automobiles,
most making
at least
annual visits

; ! outside to
- —— A motor down

the streets of Auburn, Indiana; adorn the very spacand well lit showrooms. Various models of the
fine autos are shown in such a manner that yougearclose enough to see your breath on the highly
polished chrome. Fully restored to concourse @ledatail, these beauties sit right next to motieds
somehow made it down through seven decades unetetdu
A guided
tour was
prepared for
us, and we
heard many
stories about
the cars, the
people who
designed
them, and
the people
who
purchased
them. Not only does this museum house Auburnsgd€@and Duesenbergs, but they also have a fine
collection of other notable luxury cars from thepbDession era to pre-World War Two. Additionally,
they have a small collection of other cars of nigatorth, both near modern era, and as far batkes
city’s own history can be taken.



The museum also has a very large archive libraryuke by anyone
interested in detailed research into these fineraabiles. Automotive
design students regularly take advantage of thisdedul research tool,
as do many car restorers.

In an era where a Ford went for about $298, youdcget a Duesenberg
frame, engine-drivetrain, and fenders for abous@8, Then you’'d need
to take this sub-assembly to a coach house for yma&-off body;

spending nearly another $8-9,000. In the day whenan’s suit cost
roughly $8.50, a Duesenberg sold for around $18€8, Shown here is
an example of a crystal glass radiator cap, vahtegpproximately $5-
6,000. It adorns an equally beautiful Duesenbergusine, with an
estimated value of over $1,000,000. Our tour gyidmted out that a
similar vehicle was recently auctioned off for $104000.

The group from Indy included Vic Melchiorre and &t Buehrer.
Besides myself, they were the only others who ldahe 37 degree morning air to drive their Italian
Steeds. Vic brought his Alfa Spider, Brian broubist 600 Multipla, and | drove my Fiat Spider. The
folks from the Detroit area drove their boring, wardull U.S. built transportation - - - but, we
welcomed them anyway.

Following our visit to the museum, we visited th#& ghop and bought some trinkets to take home with
us. Later, we all gathered at a local eatery joyea time of refreshment and car talk. If youikiel
more information about the museum, take a lookeit web site:www.acdmuseum.orgrhe entry fees
are extremely reasonable, and group rates arebmtéar. | would highly recommend a guided tour.




