
Garage Lift Day 
Or, Babe, I’m Gonna Leave You 

By:  Mike Bouse 

 
Our beginning of the season tradition to start at Slayton’s 
Foreign Car Service in Grand Haven, Michigan, was held 
on May 31st, Saturday.  All the boyz that attended had a 
great time, and most of them brought their precious Fiats 
along; but some could not. 
 
Karl was still razzed because we haven’t seen him with a 
Fiat in person.  Don Ensing joined us for the first time, 
complaining that his ’69 Spider was not well enough to get 
on the road.  Tony Miracle road his Fiat Harley all the way 
from Detroit to share the day with us as well. 
 
Four vehicles took their turn up on the lift.  Four sets of 
“to-do” lists were created.  Pete Ziegler’s 1978 Spider was 
the one that got the best report since it had spent some time 
with Mike Slayton already this spring.  Tom Walters 
discovered that the reason his X 1/9 does not live up to the 
curb weight displayed in the owner’s manual is because 
he’s missing a cooling fan.  You’ve owned this car HOW 
LONG?  Har Har Har.  Caught in time, Mike was able to 
point out some issues that left unchecked will eventually 

cause the dreaded structural damage.  Tom will be working on some damage control. 
 
I brought my wife’s ’78 Spider, and was able to review some of the excellent restoration work performed by the 
previous owner.  Yes, I have my own list of projects to get done.  Jon Prisbe’s Spider was quite the hit with the 
ladies.  I wonder if he received any purchase offers before we left for the day. 

 
Mike Slayton and his buddy 
Ken treated us to something 
special, by truly giving a 
Garage Band Performance.  
They gave their interpretation 
of Anne Bredon’s “Babe, I’m 
Gonna Leave You” and a 
couple of their own songs as 
well.  Quite a treat for us, and 
it was unexpected to learn that 
our very own mechanic is also 
a violinist. 
 
We ended the day creating 
havoc in downtown Grand 
Haven, by visiting the beach 

area in Grand Fiat Style of Cruising with that big smile on our faces.  Next time, why don’t you join us?  Check 
out our schedule at http://flumichigan.italiancarclub.com/  


